Possible causes of fever after interferon administration.
Several factors can be responsible for the febrile response evoked by interferon (IF) administration in man. Since different cells and inducers are used for production of IF, the pyrogenic substance may not always be the same. Leucocyte IF (LeIF) may contain endogeneous pyrogen (EP), fibroblast IF (FIF) may contain heterogeneous proteins and/or EP, and lymphoblastoid IF (LyIF) may contain a factor released by the transformed lymphocyte able to induce, in vivo, the release of EP from leucocytes. Finally, IF may be intrinsically pyrogenic and, if this is the case, until homogeneous IF is used, it may potentiate the action of the pyrogenic contaminants.